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Southern Christian Leadership president speaks to honor students
University Information

Reverend Joseph E . Lowery,
president of the Southern
Christian
Leadership Conference (SCLC ), called upon the
Reagan Administration here
today " not to turn back the
clock on the advancements and
achievements made by Black
Americans during the Civil
Rights era of the 1960's ."
In an address to honor students on the campus of Prairie View
A&M University for the occasion of its Spring Convocation, Dr. Lowery also addressed the need for America to
develop a sensitive foreign
policy .
America must respond to a
renewed sense of self determination evidenced in Third
World nations . " It is important
that America heed the cries for
change seen in the upheaval and
removal of heads of governments who were insensitive to
the needs of its people."
"Blacks have the moral
responsibility to challenge our
nation 's
foreign
policy",
suggests Dr . Lowery . "We sup-

ported Somosa in El Salvador,
and he is gone. We supported
Duvalier in Haiti, and he is
gone ; Marcos in the Phillipines,
he is gone, and the Shaw in Iran
and he is gone. We're supporting
Botha in South Africa, by this
time next year he should be
gone!"
Dr. Lowery pointed to the increase in teenage pregnancy
rates as a reflection of the
deterioration of the traditional
family unit.
"The primary role of the
Black family is to develop a
focus of who we are, where
we're going and where we need
to be. Historically, the source of
our strength as a people, has
come from the nuclear and extended family ."
In keeping with the importance of the family unit Dr .
Lowery emphasized the role of
the traditionally Black college
as a vital link of the extended
family. "The Black college
must not only train its students
in technical areas but also to
develop a strong moral per-

spective that will sensitize all
Americans to spiritual goals."
Dr. Lowery who came to the
forefront of national leadership
as an aide to Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., stressed the need for
Black Americans to strive
toward excellence spiritually,
personally and professionally .
"Ronald Reagan is not our
problem, we must let hope,
determination and achievement
be reborn in our own lives, we
must maintain a sense of 'each otherness', that can propel us to
pinnacles of achievement."
Expressing his concern of
preserving a positivelegacy for
Black Americans, Dr. Lowery
concluded, "I don't want
historians to record the fact that
our generation fell victim to the
assault from without by default
from within."
Prairie View A&M University
recognized 1,347 students for
outstanding
academic
achievement in the Spring and
Fall 1985 semesters. In the.past,
the name of the convocation was
the Spring Honors Convocation

nMOB" gains national status
Prairie View 's Mega Omega
Beta Service Organization was
officially initiated as a special
interest group of national status
at the Research Association of
Minority Professors ' (RAMP )
Annual Conference on February
14, 1986.
The event took place at the
Holiday Inn Crowne Plaza Hotel
in Houston , Texas . Several
Mega Beta members presented
technical papers. The participants
were :
Patricia
Daughtery " An Experiment to
Determine the Viscosity of
Newtonian Liquids"; Kayma rtha Williams " Solutions to
Chemical Mixture Problems
Using Differential Equations ";
Dafford Howard " Partial Dif-

ferential
Equations
Using
Separation of Variables as it
Relates to Heat Conduction " ;
Glenda Steward "Application of
Differential Equations to Electric
Circuit
Problems";
Elbridge Thrasn "Application
of LaPlace Transform to Electric Circuit Problems ."
The members would like to
give special thanks to Dr . Frank
T. Hawkins, founder ~f RAMP
and head of Computer Science
and Mathematics at PVA&MU ,
Dr. Mary S. Hawkins , secretary
of
RAMP
and
Program
Managers PVA&MU , Dr. Tommie A. Hill, pres ident elect of
RAMP and Assistant Professor
of PV A&MU , and Dr . Freddie
Frazier ,
professor
of
Mathematics at PV A&MU .

THE ANNUAL SPRING CONVOCATION featured the Rev.
Joseph Lowery, Civil Rights activist, as the auest speaker.

recognizing only students with
over a 3.0 gpa.
"We changed the name as to
not prejudice against any
studeut," Mrs. Wellington, co chairman of the convocation
committee, said. Wellington
goes on the state, "This con-

vocation is for all students of all
academic discipline to re - affirm their commitment toward·
excellence."
The Spring Convocation is just
a part of the many changes that
Prairie View A&M is going to be
experiencing in the near future.

PVA&M U student to perform at
Performing Arts Expo

Ricky La Fontaine

Ricky La Fontaine, a senior
music major, has been selected
by the National Association for
Equal Opportunity in Higher
Education to perform in
NAFEO 's Performing Arts EXPO - 86 in Washington, D. C. The
performance will be held at the
Washington Hilton Hotel on
April 11, 1986.
Ricky La Fontaine, a native of
Dallas , Texas , where he was
graduated from South Oak Cliff
High School, has performed as a
soloist on many occasions at
Prairie View A&M University.
He is a member of the University Concert Choir and a student

of Dr. Rubye N. Hebert.
In addition, he has performed
as soloist with the University
Marching Band and in the
productions of the Charles
Gilpin Players presented at the
John F. Kennedy Center for the
Performing Arts in Washington
and the New Orleans World's
Fair. He recently auditioned for
the television show , " Star Search ." His ambition is to become a
professional singer and recording artist.
La Fontaine is expecting his audition for 'Star Search' to air soon. He
is anxiously awaiting his future singing career.
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Recently. the majors of the
Communication Department attended their weekly seminar.
But this seminar was like no
other. The students sat on the
edge of their seats in attentive
awe. They were listening to a
man of many prestigious
honors, an astounding world renowned
journalist
and
correspondent and orator of
many high rank broadcasting
networks.
This merry, silver - haired
man of average stature and 78
years, was none other than the
internationally known, Mal
Goode, correspondent to the
U.N. (United Nation).
From the beginning, Goode
was able to capture bis audience's attention through a series of
spontaneous questioning. His
opening question to the majors
was, "How many of you know
what jive is?" said Goode
humorously. "Well," Goode added in a more serious tone, "I'm
not here to talk jive to you, I'm
here to let you know the truth;
I'm not a jiver."
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The Panthers serves the University community and the
surrounding area. It also serves as a laboratory for Communications majors and gives them hands-on-training in their chosen
career.

cannot answer these simple
questions, because it was not
taught to you, they did not teach
you that we also helped to build
the foundation of this great
nation.
He continued to say. "We
have been told that we are inferior, but every time you get a
chance to read something about
black history write it down and
remember it; and prove them
wrong." This, he says, will help
you to remember that you are
not inferior by superior beings.
Goode told the majors once
when he asked a colleague
where did he go to school, the
person said honorably, "I got
my Master's from the University of Texas." Goode said he
asked again, now, where did you
go to school?
What he was trying to tell the
major's was to be proud that
you attended Prairie View. Be
proud that you were able to
learn under a black professor.
"When I was at the University
of Pittsburgh they did not have
any black instructors," Goode
said. "I would have loved the opportunity to learn under a black
professor."
Mal Goode's seminar was an
overwhelming experience for
all who attended. Goode's main

Saxophonist to

By Greg Smith

Wallace Terry. prize -winning
journalist and author of the
nationally acclaimed BLOODS,
an oral history of Vietnam ,
spoke to students and faculty at
Prairie View A&M University,
Monday. March 3, in the
auditorium of Hobart Taylor,
Sr. Hall.
Using speech, music and a
slide presentation, Terry explained the concept of his oral
interpretation, BLOODS. It was

ambition was to inform the we caught up.
students of the media and to tell
Goode
said
emotionally,
them of its truths and lastly. ex- "Young people you're all we've
plain the significance of lear- got; you're our only hope. Do
ning about their heritage and something to help somebody,
worth.
I'm not such a big shot. I feel
humble to be able to come here;
In the closing, Goode in- somebody helped me ... "
formed all who attended the
Mal Goode presently works as
seminar that it's been 244 years, a correspondent for the National
since the first slave was brought Black Network in the U .N. He
to America in 1863, that we have resides currently in New York,
been an afterthought ; it's time New York.

*

Campus News

The Pantherettes basketball team finished the season with a
12-13 record and a fifth place finish in SWAC competition.
The players and their coach, John Atkins are optimistic of next ,
year's season and is looking for a good recruitment period. The
Pantherettes will lose, All-American Pat Walker, and Monica
Smith to graduation.

*

The Panther tennis team begins conference play March 15 at
Grambling State University, then travel to Southern March 20
and 21.
Coach John Tankersly begins SWAC competition with a
young Panther baseball team March 14, and believes the team is
ready.
The team roster includes 15 freshman, three sophmores,
four juniors and four seniors. The Panthers are 2-6 in nonconference play .

*. ....
*

Beta Beta Beta Biological Honor Society presents Dr. Dan
Carson, of the University of Texas System Cancer Center, as he
presents a seminar concerning the biochemistry of embryo implantation. The seminar is scheduled on Wednesday, April 2, at 7
p.m. in room 102, Harrington Science Building.

*

Reginald Beasley of Mobile Exploration and Producing Services, will lecture to students concerning petroleum exploration
research . The event will take place Monday, March 24, at 3 p.m.
in room 102 in the Harrington Science Building and is sponsored
by the Black Exchange Program.

*

Prairie View Family Day will be held on April 5, at 2 p.m. in
Alumni Hall. Invite your parents and guardians lo visit with us
on this date. The 17th Annual Miss Prairie View A&M University
Scholarship Pageant will also be held on this date. The event
begins at 7 p.m. in the University Fieldhouse. Admission is $2 for
PY students and $5, general admission.

an effort that took him ten years
to have published, receiving setback after setback from
publishers A to Z. Random
House Publishers finally printed
the bestseller in 1984.
"I want you to understand
that, with the phenomenal success, it <BLOODS) was not an
overnight success," Terry said.
"They (Random House) could
publish it," the journalist added. "however, it had to be

rewritten as an oral interpreta tion."
The experience writing the
book began back in 1967, when
Terry was a Washington - based
reporter. He came up with a
brilliant idea about finding out
the frontline experiences of
soldiers
in
Vietnam .
Newspapers agreed with the
idea and with Terry's idea of
flying a reporter from the states
to the front. The next day, Terry

found himself on a flight to
Southeast Asia.
Upon arrival in 'Nam, he
chose a black fighting unit
stationed nearby to interview .
All its members had had combat
experience. The regiment itself
had a long, distinguished
history dating back to the Indian Wars of the 1870's . The
famed 25th Regiment had
fought alongside the legendary
Buffalo Soldiers.

GRADUATES
CALL
1-800-457-4065
FOR 400AND
CREDIT ONA
NEW FORD

MAL GOODE, National Black Network Correspondent, lectured to communications students durino a recent seminar.

perform here soon *
Andrew
White,
one of
America's most innovative jazz
saxophonists, will perform as
soloist in concert with the
University Jazz Band at 8:00
p.m., Monday, April 14, in the
Recital Hall of Hobart Taylor
Building.
The concert is presented by
the University's Performing Artists Series in conjunction with
the Fine Arts Festival.
Andrew White, a graduate of
Howard
University.
has
published over 800 transcriptions of the music of John
Coltrane, Charlie Parker and
Eric Dolphy.
He has performed at the
Newport Jazz Festival as well
as colleges and universities
throughout the United States.
The University Jazz Band is
directed by Mr. George W. Edwards of the music faculty.
For further
information,
please call (409) 857-3919.
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Prize -winning journalist reviews book "Bloods" to students

Journalists entertains students..,,..--+<By Tamie Miller
Goode spoke to the majors on
basically the same subject, as
all seminar speakers do, but
something that made his oration
unique was his overall view and
concern of the students expectation of the present day
media.
Goode spoke on heritage. His
heritage, he said, was that he
was the grandchild of slaves.
Goode proudly proclaimed his
roots, then he asked the audience, "How many of you know who
you are?"
Many sat dumbfounded, this
was not Goode's intent, but the
point he was trying to get across
was the importance of ones
knowledge of his/her heritage.
"Who you are and where you
are going all tie in together, you
can't get one without the other,"
said Goode.
Goode inquired of the audience to answer some questions on
famous black Americans. A
great majority of the questions
went unanswered. Goode matter of factly stated, "l understand the reason why you
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It's Easy To Qualify
For $400 from Ford
Motor Company
■ You must receive at

least a bachelor' degree
or a state R license
between October 1, 1985
and September 30, 1986.

For Pre-approved
Credit from Ford
Credit
■ You must haYe Yaifi-

able employment that
begins within 120 days
of ):Our qualifying vehide purchase at a salary
,ufficient to cm·er ordinary liYing expenses and
nn1r \·ehick p;wment.
■ Your Ul:dit rcClHd, it
\l lll haYl' l't1l', mu,t indil ,Ill· p.1,ml·nt m,1,k ,1,

,l~!rl•(.•-.i.

■ And don't forget ... you

mu t receive at lea t a
bachelor' degree or a
tate R licen ·e between
October 1, 19 5 and eptember 30, 19 6.

These Vehicles Are
Included In The Plan
Ford: E cort, Escort EXP,
Tempo, Mustang,
Thunderb ird
Mercury: Lynx, Topaz,
Capri, Cougar
Ford Truck: Aerostar,
Bronco II, Ranger,

F-150 & F-250

You are eligible for 400
ev n if you don't finance
your purchase. Use it
toward your down pay ment or get a check from
Ford after the purcha e
or lease.
The amount of your preapproved credit is determined by the qualified
vehicle you buy.

If a vehicle i not in
dealer ·tock, it must
be ordered by June 1,
1986. Delivery of all
vehicle must be taken
by August 31, 1986.
For complete details on
how to get your S400
plu-; pre-appnwed credit,
call the toll-free number

roda\.

1-800-457-4065

Terry interviewed soldiers of
varied backgrounds· for their
views and experiences on the
war. Some of those soldiers ineluded: Tommy Gates, a pointman who was often the first person to walk into an ambush;
SGTMJR Edgar Huff, the first
, Black drill instructor in the
Marine Corps and one of the first two Marine recruits back in
1944; and Archie Biggers, who
captured the first Soviet artillery pieces introduced in the
East Asian conflict. Biggers
would later serve as Marine Officer Instructor for the Naval
ROTC unit at Prairie View

A&M.
From these interviews, Terry
learned several things, one of
them being the extra burden the
black soldier carried with him.
At the time they were fighting,
race riots were flaring up back
home and the Civil Rights
Movement had been in full
swing.
According to the journalist,
soldiers he interviewed," ...were
feeling discriminated against."
Another horrible aspect of
America's controversial war,
was the price young, promising
black men paid. Terry referred
to the song "19" by Briton Paul
Hardcastle, which sighted the
average age of the combat
soldier in Vietnam.
"We were fighting a war with
children," Terry said. "They
were seeing death for the first
time."
According to Terry, in the first two years of combat alone,
nearly 23 percent of the
fatalities incurred were black.
Overall in the ten • year combat
war, more than 14,000 black
men would lose their lives.
Those who lived to tell about it
returned home to no victory parties,
parades, or formal
welcomes.
They were victims, to be
forgotten over time. That was
one reason Terry kept pursuing
a publisher so that BLOODS
would be printed and read by
Americans.
" I was determined the valor
of the black men fighting in
Vietnam would not be forgotten," Terry said. "They deserve
to be welcomed home in our
homes and in our hearts."
After the presentation, Terry
received gifts of appreciation
from
Dr.
Percy
Pierre,
president of PV AMU and LiUie
Taylor, Miss Prairie View A&M .
A reception followed in the outside foyer.

continued p. 6
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All week the country was
cheering on Prairie View A&M
University men's basketball
team in what appeared would be
a Cinderella story. The stroke of
midnight was all too premature.
The glass slipper didn't fit and
Cinderella went home wearing
the second place crown.
Translation: There was no
happy ending to the fairy tale
that carried the Panthers to a
pair of earlier upset wins in the
Southwestern Athletic Conference
Basketball
Tournament.
Prairie View A&M stunned
Southern
University,
the
SWAC's top-seeded squad and
defending champions, 75-67.
Going into the contest, Prairie
View's record was 3-24 overall
and 1-13 in the league.
"We're really elated," Panther Coach Jim Duplantier said,
"but we've played real well in
the last few weeks, but we
haven't kept going. This time,
we just put it all together."
To put their conference tournament win together, the Panthers shot 61 percent from the
floor (14 for 23) and 86.4 percent
from the free throw line (19 of
22) in the second half. Prairie
View finished with a field goal
percentage edge of 57.8 • 45.9
and out shot Southern at the
line, 79.3 percent - 52.4.
Cinderella's next date was
with the home team favorite
Jackson State. Translation:
Playing as though they were the
tournament favorite, Prairie
View continued to amaze SWAC

opponents with an 84-70 win over
fourth seeded Jackson State.
The Panthers led JSU by ten
(40-30) at the half as they shot
61. 7 percent as a team. The Panthers opened and maintained a
10 point lead until Reginald
Jones,
32
points,
David
Holloway, 13 points, and David
Morris, 16 points, connected on
consecutive baskets which led
PV to a 73-61 score with 3:28
remaining in the game.
Cinderella's next date to see if
the slipper would fit that would
take her to the NCAA tournament, was with Mississippi
Valley State University. The 525 Panthers reverted to earlier
form. And it is the Mississippi
Valley Delta Devils who continued to dance in the postseason prom, following a humbling 75-58 victory over PV in
the SWAC championship.
"It would've been great if we
could have pulled this off," said
PV coach Duplantier, as he
spoke of the MVSU game. "I
would've been smiling from ear
to ear. But we did better than
everybody gave us a chance to
do."
All is notlostin this true story.
Cinderella (Panthers) did gain
more respect from the step
sisters (Mississippi Valley,
Southern, Grambling, Jackson
State, Alcorn) and brought
home the second place tournament trophy. Reginald Jones
received SWAC all-tournament
first team trophy, and David
Holloway and Terrance Artis
received second team SWAC all
- tournament trophies .

Prairie View's Pat Walker
paced a talented 1985 . '86
women's
basketball
AllSouthwestern Athletic Conference team by being selected
to the first team and receiving
Most Valuable Player of the
year award. Walker edged
Mississippi
Valley's
Pat
Hoskins by one vote for Player
of The Year.
Walker, a senior from

PV golfers on the move

The Prairie View A&M
University Women's track team
led by Sharon Harrison, Edith
Renfro and the Mile relay team
of Lavonda Luckett, Norrie
McAfee, Mary Miller, and
Cathy Taylor turned in some
fine performances last Friday
at the Southwest Texas State
University Invitational Track
Meet in San Marcos.
Harrison set another meet
record in the shot put which she
won with a throw of 48 feet 2 inches. She broke the old record
that had been set by the present
shot put coach at Prairie View,
Karen Waddell, who was a six
time national champion in the
shot put while she was in college
competition.
In the 400 meter hurdle race
Renfro led from start to finish,
winning with a time of 62.80

seconds. Renfro also finished
third in the 100 meter hurdles,
fifth in the high jump, and
seventh in the javelin throw.
National 600 meter run champion Lavonda Luckett led off the
mile relay for the Pantherettes
with an excellent split time of
54.0 seconds and gave her team
about a 25 yard lead which her
teammates, McAfee, Miller,
and Taylor never relinquished.
Head coach Barbara Jacket,
who was recently named as
head coach of the United States
team that will compete at the
World Championship Meet in
Rome, Italy during 1987, stated
that she was pleased with the
overall performance of the
team, however there is still
plenty of improvement that
many of the team members can
show with this being only the fir-
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By Angela Wilson
CECIL SAMS AND RE~INALD JONES shoof for two points during the Panthers last
conference game against TSU (above). In the bottom photo Coach Jim Duplantier
receives the Key to Prairie View from May9r Ronald Leverett'.

Prairie View is the home of a
very promising team of golfers
this season. In a S.W.A.C . tournament at Texas Southern
University, Prairie View took
the title, 315 - 328.
Dr. Phillip Kithcart, coach of
the team, said that the team is
likely to win " Most Improved"
this season, not to mention
having a good chance at winning
many more tournaments.
Prairie View recently attended a tournament in Willis
Texas, at Texas National '.
Michael Craft and Willie Toney
scored in the 80's in spite of the

bad weather. However the team
did not win.
The roster includes returning
players Willie Toney, Michael
Craft, Randolph Baker, and
Wesley Thorpe, who are all
sophomores this season. Two
freshmen golfers, Eric Clark
and John Twine, have been added to the list.
Dr. Kithcart expressed the
talent and determination of the
team by saying that they were
driving for a better season standing than 1985. Last season
Prairie View placed 3rd in
S.W.A.C. and 4th in AIA.

-·
-

--

Notice to a students

Women's track team runs away with SWTSU
<;ports Information

Wheatley High School in
Houston, Texas, led the pantherettes in scoring, rebounding, and free throws for the
second year in a row, and is a
nominee for All - American
honors after having a successful
All - American premiere season.
Walker ends the season
scoring an average of 20 points
per game, 11 rebounds, and
shooting 70 percent from the
free throw line.

FIVE

Howto et

Walker named All -Conference,
MVP in SWAC

Basketball team surprises all
Sports Information

Prairie View Panther
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st outdoor meet of the season.
Other members who placed in
the meet included a third place
finish by Jocelyn Tatum in the
400 meters; third place in the
200 and 4th place in the 100 by
Evan Williams; fourth place in
the javelin and 8th place in the
shot put by Netta Bridgewater;
and fourth place in the 400 meter
hurdles and 5th place in the
triple jump by Felicia Hollister.
Also placing were: Cathy
Taylor, fifth place in the 400; 7th
places by Hoiij,ster in the 100
meeter
hurdles,
Lavonda
Luckett in the 800 meter run,
and Deanna Morris in the 200
meter dash; and an 8th place
finish by Mary Miller in the 400
meter dash.

Panther named Academic
All - American
Chris Rutledge, a sophomore
majoring
in
Electrical
Engineering was selected to The
GTE/COSIDA Academic AllAmerican men's basketball
team in the honorable mention
category.
Rutledge established himself
as an academic success by
maintaining a 3.5 grade point
average and making a 3.7 last
marking period.
To be nominated, a student athlete must have at least a 3.2
cumulative grade point average
(on a 4.0 scale) throughout his
or her career and must be a
starter or important reserve.

Rutledge was the only member in The Southwestern
Athletic Conference (SWAC) to
be nominated to this years
team. His award makes him the
third athlete to receive this
honor since 1984 when Deborah
Thigpen became the Sports Information Director at Prairie
View A&M University.
"We had students to make the
nomination ballot from five
sports," Thigpen said. "Karen
Allen and Vanessa Tims of the
women's basketball team were
also
nominated.
Chris's
honorable mention is great for
our program."

Final installment payments are
due by 5:00 p.m. on March 31, 1986.
Please make arrangements to pay
all of your fees by this date. State
law requires that any student failing
to pay fees by the due date must be
barred from class. Students barred
from class will be given until April
14, 1986 to pay the required fees. At
the end of the ten (10) working day
grace period. Students failing to pay

the required fees will be dropped
from the rolls of the university. Once
dropped, no student will be
reinstated or receive credit for that
semester's work.
If you are dropped. You will not be
readmitted to the university at any
future date until all fees owed at the
time you were dropped are paid in
full. There will be no exceptions!

And rhcr.rl' horh rerrc-

Real Texas Bar - B • Que
Bring this ad for all the
tea & lemonade
you can drink
Platter of Extra large fries
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THERE ARE TWO SIDES TO
BECOMINCi ANURSE IN THE ARMY.

HEY PV STUDENTS
BRUNO'S

Hwy. 290, Waller
Across from Heights Savings
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Mrs. Ruth Smith, Health Center Administrator, has successfully completed the formal
didactic
and
·clinical
requirements of the Women's
Health Care Advanced Nurse Practitioner Program at the
University of Texas Health
Science Center at Dallas, and is
in the process of fulfilling the
preceptorship requirements.
The preceptorsbip is the
crucial period following formal
preparation during which the
graduate re - enters the health
care delivery system in her/bis
new role as a nurse practitioner.
Accordingly, the preceptor
plays a key role in the
educational
process
by
facilitating the graduate's entry
in a new role into the health care
delivery system and providing
continued supervision and in-

struction to the graduate in the she had the desire to expand her
areas of family planning, role.
prenatal and gynecology.
She feels that she can make a
The Women's Health Care
contribution to the total health
Nurse
Practitioner
is
a
needs of women by utilizing
registered
nurse
with
skills
inherent in the nursing
specialized nursing education
profession
along with the
emphasizing obstetrics and
preparation
she received to
gynecology along the life conprovide
high
quality and comtinum.
prehensive
primary health
The nurse practitioner is
care.
Her
preceptorship
will be
aware of knowledge and skill
with
the
Prairie
View
Family
limitations and those conditions
that warrant referrals for other Planning Clinic.
medical/social care. The nurse
Mrs. Smith received her Nurpractitioner, in collaboration
sing Degree from Mississippi
with other members of the. Valley State University, Itta
health team, provides com- Bena, Ms., a Bachelor of Scienprehensive women's health ce Degree in Occupational
care.
Education
from
Southern
Mrs. Smith states that after Illinois University at Carseventeen years of experience bondale and a Masters of
in all areas of nursing, including Business Administration from
three years of administration, Prairie View A&M University.

Ruth Smith

Shirley Chisholm: acatalyst for change
"My mission in society until the
day I die is to be a catalyst for
change. I'm notfinished yet."
Those words - coming, as they do,
from Shirley Chisholm - can be
taken not only as a promise but as a
prophecy. Stirring thing.5 up has
been a specialty of Ms. Chisholm
and there is no sign that she is about
to quit.
Although her history - malting
political career seems to be behond
her, she is still very much on the national scene.
Born in Brooltlyn, in 1924, she
spent most of her early childhood in
Barbados in the West Indies and carries the lilt of the island speaking
style yet today.
After four years in the New York
State Assembly, in 1968, she became
the first Black woman elected to the
United States Congress.
She quickly established herseU as
a force to be reckoned within the
House. She was assigned to the
House Agriculture Subcommittee on
Forestry and Rural Villages. The
subcommittee certainly didn't deal
with the matters of importance to
her constituents - all urban dwellers
- many of whom lived in Bedford Stuyvesant.

~;~z1.I:~·~.~:,~~~~

nomination for BLOODS, work
for the Washington Post, and
Time, interviews with Lyndon
Johnson, Jimmy Carter, George
Bush, Gen. William West-

telligence," she told a reporter when
she first moved to Washington. "But
they don't like me for my independent spirit. On certain issues, they
are somewhat afraid of my mouth."
In 1972, she became the first Black
to campaign seriously for the
Democratic Party nomination as its
candidate for president.
"I got tired," she explained "of
voting for the lesser of two evils."
In 1977, the Congresswoman made
history again when she became the
first Black to sit on the powerful
House Rules Committee.
In Congress, Chisholm worked for
daycare for children of working
mothers, increased federal financing for education, minimum wages
for domestics, funding for Black colleges and a wide variety of legislation benefiting minorities, including
Blacks, Hispanics and Indians.
In 1982, she announced that she
would not seek re - election - saying
she wanted to have a less hectic life.
Shirley Chisholm
But it hasn't worked out that way.
So, despite being admonished by tee assignment. She was successful
A teacher and educational adthe Speaker of the House to "be a and won instead a seat on the ministrator for 16 years before she
good soldier," Chisholm made the Veteran's Affairs Committee from entered politics, she received offers
unprecedented move of placing an where she could help at least some of · from 30 universities when she
amendment before the House to herconstituents.
retired. Chisholm chose to teach at
remove her name from the commit"Politicians respect me for my in- Mt.
Holyoke
College
in

~.~ w~~~?.~~. r:::i~e?,mf~~ws~? '~?.~~

em~r~~nd
and even being ordained a
• •
minister, signed autographs for
guests.
As for the book, BLOODS, itseIf, it has been nominated for
the Pulitzer and has been en-

USA Today
New Yorker
'
'
Washington
Post,
Walter
Cronkite, Andrew Young,and
Alex Haley. It has received
praise from the mayors of St.
Louis, New York, and Boston. It

Self - discipline important for success
By Duane Jubert

Health Administrator strives for preceptorship

Massachusetts, largely because it
was flexible, allowing her to take
semesters off now and then.
Today, in addition to performing
her duties at Mr. Holyoke, giving
guest lectures at other universities
across the country and maintaining
a hectic speaking schedule, she is
president of the new National Black
Women's Political Congress. The
organization seeks to encourage
more Blacks to participate in
politics.
She has written two books: her
biography, "Unbought and Unbossed" and one about her campaign for
the presidency, "The Good Fight".
Now she is at work on the third,
"The Illusion of Inconclusion."
She decribes it as " an account of
my political experience and how I
thought I was included only to find I
had to start over again several
times."
Will she ever run for political office again?
"If people want me to run again
for something, I would give it consideration," she recently told a
reporter." As for me pushing myself
and trying to manuever, that's not
on my personal agenda. rm enjoying my life now. 1 really am."

~

::-r-l'le_d_T_e-rr_y_th_e_k-ey_s_M_ay-.-It-h-,~~~n~,P.:.,
to the c1·t1·es of Ind1'an
1· I
t d
apo is, n- s u ents and faculty alike at
diana and Dallas, Texas .
p · · y·
rame 1ew A&M .
It has been translat d · t O
• I h.
e m
• t mk we're all grateful to
several fore1·gn languages d ·
(T
an is you erry) for informing us on
scheduled to be shown as a
th t h
a (t e black experience in
documentary on PBS in late Vietnam),"Dr . Pierre said.
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Why do so many students fail
in college? One might think that
the student does not possess the
academic · potential to excel at
an
institution
for
higher
education.
In some instances, this is true,
but on the whole, self - discipline
determines the student's performance at a university. Consequently, self - discipline is
essential to academically sueceeding in college.
First of all, self - discipline increases a student's ability to endure the hardships of college
work. Elaborating, self discipline is a psychological,
motivating implement that tells
the individual "keep trying, you
can do it."
For example, suppose a
student has to study for three
tests and read ten lengthy chapters in one night. Self - discipline
will give him the stamina to
complete the homework, even if
he must stay upuntil3 a.m.
Moreover, self - discipline
helps sustain a student's patience when trying schoolwork
problems arise. For instance, a
student continuously tries to
work a complicated physics
problem, but has no success.
If the student is self disciplined, then his efforts will
continue,
despite
any
discouragement. Also, self discipline allows the student to
take on long - term assignments
with a positive attitude.
For example: Given an eighty
page research paper assignment, a self - disciplined student
would not see the paper as a
laborious assignment that will
take forever to complete, but
would view the paper as a
project which will require simply taking one step at a time.
Furthermore, self - discipline
helps to relieve anxieties caused
by the difficulty in college - level
courses. In other words, self discipline creates a feeling of
confidence in the individual
which ultimately alleviates the
worry of passing a demanding
course. As has been noted, a
student's self - discipline makes
the student capable of overcoming difficulties in college
work .
Besides enabling the student
to deal with tedious schoolwork,
a student's self - control helps
him to disregard any tempting
distractions that may interfere
with his studies. In this instance, self - discipline is a mental advisor which dictates to the
student that schoolwork should
have priority to personal
preferences.

Here is an example: A student
is
watching
his
favorite
television show, but knows that
he should be completing an
English composition. Despite
the student's tremendous desire
to watch the show, his self· control draws him away from the
television and to his English
paper.
Similarly, self - discipline
prevents the student from
neglecting
his
schoolwork
because of outside influence.
Thus, when the guys invite him
to the party of the year on the
night before final exams, the
self - disciplined student will
resist temptation and stay home
to study.
Moreover, self - control
enables a student to mentally
blockout thoughts that may
divert attention from
his
schoolwork; that is, a self •
discipline student who is
famished would resist the
craving for a Big - Mac while
studying for his chemistry
exam.
Apparently, self
discipline enables a student to
avoid interruptions in his
schoolwork.
In addition to enabling the
student to endure the hardships
of college work and to avoid
neglecting his studies, self discipline promotes his incentive to excel.
Here, a student's incentive to
excel is based on the idea that if
an individual knows that he has
self - discipline, to achieve, then
he will utilize this quality to do
so. For instance, if a B-student
knows that he has self discipline, he will utilize it to attain an A.
More specifically, knowing
that he is self - disciplined, the
student becomes confident that
he can deal with difficult college
work and resist tempting
distractions .
This confidence creates a
positive attitude regarding
schoolwork, which in turn
promotes a will to excel. As a
result
of
the
student's
recognition of his self - control,
he becomes more enthusiastic
toward working hard.
In short, self - discipline is a
crucial factor in academic
achievement.
As
well as
enabling the student to handle
wearisome schoolwork and
avoid distractions from his
studies,
self
discipline
stimulates a student's desire to
excel.
Undoubtedly,
selfdiscipline makes an individual
more productive in college.

Fiscal column set up for finance problems
the last installment date (March 31,
Administrators at Prairie View
1986), would be barred from class
A&M University have implemented
and could be dropped from school.
a plan to decrease one of the main
No reinstatement or credit would be
problems on campus· finance.
given for that semester's work.
According to Gary O'Neal viceAccording to O'Neal, the delinpresident of Fiscal Affairs &
quent students are not dropped for
Budgets, a special question - and good, just for the semester. The
answer column has been set up in
students benefit from a ten-<lay
the Prairie View Panther.
grace period after the last inStudents with financial aid problems would submit a letter to the ;::aes~:1~ :~• as provided by
newspaper, which would then send it
The column also benefits them by
to Fiscal Affairs for response. Both
giving
them a chance to find out
Jetter and response would be printed
what
their
problem is before the
in the newspaper.
The column came about as com- grace period ends.
"Our intent is to educate students
plaints about financial aid and the
(on their financial matters),"
number of students delinquent in
paying fees increased. At the mo- O'Neal explained. "We handle all
ment, 1,680 students are delinquent fiscal matters."
The matters can range from fee
in fee payments from last semester.
payments
to bank statements to
Any students not paying his fee by

financial aid. Any student can write
in to the column, not just delinquent
ones.
O'Neal noted that library fines and
traffic tickets do not constitute a
drop.
"They just prevent a student from
re - enrolling, he said.

~H~E~L~P-=K~N~0~-C~K~Qr-=U~T_.
BIRTH DEFECTS
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Give the gift of life; give blood
The goal of the Volunteer
Blood Donor Program of St.
Luke's Episcopal Hospital is to
provide an adequate quantity of
high - quality blood components.
Publicity regarding Acquired
Immune Deficiency Syndrome
(AIDS) has alarmed the nation.
We share your concern that the
blood supply remains safe for
patients in our hospitals and
community. The blood donor is
the most important part of our
volunteer program. We appreciate the time each individual takes to donate blood.
During the donor's interview

process, each donor is asked to
read a brochure, which provides
information about AIDS and
lists the groups which are at
risk for contracting the disease.
We are currently testing all
donor units for the antibody to
the HTLV - III virus, which bas
been linked to AIDS.
There is absolutely no risk in
contracting AIDS by donating
blood. All materials used in the
collection of blood from donor's
are clean and sterile.
During the blood donation
process, the d~nor's arm is
cleansed with a sterile solution

to prevent infection. Each
needle used in the drawing of
blood is new, clean and sterile.
It is disposed of after the blood
donation has been completed.
Our blood bank staff is trained
to make every person's blood
donation safe and relatively
painless.
We are grateful for your support of the Volunteer Blood
Donor Program of St. Luke's
Episcopal Hospital. If you have
any questions about the blood
donation process, please feel
free to contact us at 791-4483.

A Challenging Touch'e
Certain things I will agree
Are just too recondite,
But I cannot see for the life of me
Why WORDS can cause such fright!
There are people calling others pedantic
Because of some words they use.
But why should they feel so frantic
When the same words are theirs to choose!
Now would you call me spurious
Just because I am curious About the various, multifarious
Semantical modes of conversing?
Life's "super grammer" highways
Are open for all the traverse.
Suffice is to say on any day
I can think of something much worse.
What about the dumb, and loud,
And bragging photogenic non - entity
Who simply does not own the words
That would give him identity.
Felicity I treasure also

For I am only just one man
I too eschew some words - You know,
The ones I don' t understand But the feeling of perfidy to myself
Overcome my indolence
I'll then get that wordbook from the shelf,
It is a reasonable recompense.
Life's evanescent stages
Are begging of us to a ct.
Let us fill up then these new word pages
For we need them, that a fact!
So if some WORD in the future
Renders you quite splenetic,
And causes your adrenaline
To make you energetic I beg of you young friend - in the end
For your sake - don 't just be wary,
Instead - now you please . ..
Go find you a DICTIO ARY!
1975 LA WRE CE ROBINSON
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Zetas celebrate
Founders Day
The Omega Gamml> l!hapter of
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc., held its
66th annual Finer Womanhood Day
program Sunday in the Hobart
Taylor recital hall.
"Quality of life is directly related
to the commitment to excellence"
was the theme for this year's program.
Highlighting the program was the
keynote address by a leading Zeta,
Dr. Bobbie Moorehead. Moorehead
spoke on many problems that the
Black race is facµig. She sent out a
call for not just Zeta Phi Beta to
hear, but also for all the other seven
Greek organizations to hear.
"We can set ourselves out to
destroy one another and as we do
this we will destroy each other one at
a time until there are no more of us
left." Moorehead went on to mention
the plight of the Black race and the
Greeks' obligation to help change
the social/economic problems that
we, as Blacks, face. If all eight of us
(Greeks) could come together in one
national meeting our numbers would
total more than two million. This
would shock not only this country's
leaders but also the world.
Moorehead is the chair of the
Southern Region Executive Board,
past 1st Anti - Grand Basileus, and a
current candidate for National
Basileus of Zeta Phi Beta.
Moorehead went on to say, "We
wonder why whites are always so
together and how hard it is for us to
get into the system. Well, it's
because they get together and sit
down and plan their strategies
beforehand. If we, as Black Greeks,
could do this, we would be able to
make many positive changes."
Tondra Thompson, Basileus of the
undergraduate chapter of Zeta Phi
Beta here at Prairie View, said,
"Zeta's commitment to excellence
will outweigh the mixed · up
priorities that many have and will
strive to help those who want help.
Zeta has and always will continue to
make a positive contribution to the
awareness of all humanity."

V• American Heart Association
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